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 Calendar

 6 August
  Special Concert: Musical 
  Remarks, the Marks Family 
  & Friends. 7 p.m., Catoctin
  Presbyterian Church, 
  Waterford. $15, children
  under 12 free. 

  7 August
  Annual Butterfly Count at the 
  Phillips Farm. Sign up here
  to participate. (See article.)

  8 August
  Waterford Fair Advance 
  Ticket Sales Begin, $15. 
  Purchase online through 
  September 19; at outlets 
  through September 30.

  5 September
  Picnic at the Phillips Farm. 
  5-8 p.m. Guided tours with
  naturalists, honey bee 
  presentation, butterfly 
  release. Bring your own
  picnic and seating. Rain
  cancels event.
 

  1-3 October
  Waterford Fair. Village-
  wide, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

  7 November
  Waterford Concert Series:
  Maryland Opera Studio at  
  St. James's Episcopal 
  Church, Leesburg, 4 p.m. 

FAIR NEWS

Honored artisans,

Message from the President 
Dear Friends of the Waterford Foundation,
 
We have exciting news this month: approval of three grants,
one for construction of the Old School auditorium, one for the
Old School grounds, and one for the Philips Farm Pull-off
area.  
 
The Marietta McNeill Morgan and Samuel Tate Morgan, Jr.,
Foundation has approved a $20,000 grant, requiring matching
contributions of $40,000, for rebuilding the auditorium. In
addition to the Morgan Foundation Grant, the Commonwealth
Transportation Board has awarded $71,000 in federal highway
Enhancement Program funds for landscaping and scenic
beautification of the Waterford Old School. 

 

The landscape plan for the Old School property makes use of native canopy
and understory trees and shrubs to enhance the roadside prospect of the
historic property.

These two grants for the Old School come just as we are
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new crafts   

Here are some bits and pieces
of news about the 67th
Waterford Homes Tour & Crafts
Exhibit, October 1-3.

· Waterford resident and Fair
exhibitor Kathie Ratcliffe has
been named for the sixth year
running to Early American Life
magazine's Directory of
Traditional American Crafts, a
listing of the nation's top
artisans. Ratcliffe, a quilter for
more than 35 years, now
focuses on miniature quilts.
Twelve other artisans at this
year's Waterford Homes Tour &
Crafts Exhibit join her on this
august list. A total of 160 juried
demonstrators will be at the
Fair.
· A very old craft, but a new and
exciting one for this Fair, will be
highlighted in the Schooley Mill
Barn Area. It's a surprise! 
· There may again be newborn
lambs to see and touch at a fair
booth. Stay tuned. 
· Veteran potter, Eric
Christenson, who has been at
the Fair for many years, returns
in October with three fellow
potters who specialize in an
ancient art that produces a
modern style of hand thrown
pottery called Raku. Visitors
may select a pot in the bisque
stage, choose and help apply
the glaze and watch the vessel
being wood fired in time to take
home the same day. Look for
this unusual demonstration
beside the Mill.
· The prospectus package for
the Red Barn Art Exhibit and
the Art Mart have been mailed
to returning and prospective
artists in a large regional area.
For more information on these
opportunities--one juried, one
not--for fine artists to exhibit
and sell their works, click here.
If you would like to receive an
application packet, contact the
Foundation office.

--Fran Holmbraker

entering the final stage of our Raise the Roof capital campaign
to rebuild the auditorium that was destroyed in the January
2007 fire.  Restoration of the historic 1910 classroom portion of
the Old School that was severely damaged in the fire has been
completed; and counting the insurance proceeds, we have
raised more than $2 million towards our $2.9 million goal.  
 
We are now engaged in the final push to raise the remaining
$900,000 so that we can begin construction and reopen the
sparkling new Waterford Old School auditorium in time for a
2012 Civil War Sesquicentennial commemoration in the
Waterford National Historic Landmark.  All of us look forward
to the time when the auditorium will again be the venue for so
many of the cultural, educational, and social events in our area. 
 
The Enhancement Program funds will be available to landscape
the grounds, post a proposed Civil War Trails marker, pave the
driveway and new handicapped parking area and plant native
trees and flowering shrubs to beautify the byway along High
Street and Butchers Row. 
 
The third grant, also from the Commonwealth Transportation
Board, is for $540,000 for the Phillips Farm Scenic Viewshed
Project, which includes a scenic pull-off area and a pedestrian
bridge.  
 
The original grant funds that helped to pay for purchase of a
conservation easement on the Phillips Farm included a small,
landscape-sensitive, off-road interpretive area for visitors.
 Plans for this area include signage to educate visitors about the
farm, village and the transportation history of the area.  
 
The current grant includes funding to complete the pull-off area
and also a footpath and pedestrian bridge that will allow
visitors to walk safely from the pull-off area across the south
fork of the Catoctin Creek to the other part of the
Farm. Without the path, visitors would need to walk along
Route 698, which has no pedestrian-safe shoulder.  
 
During the course of design and planning, the size and scope of
the pull-off area has been reduced considerably.  This award
has begun a new series of discussions in the Phillips Farm
Committee about how to proceed with plans for visitor access
to the Phillips Farm.
 
We congratulate staff members Margaret Good and Kathleen
Hughes, who wrote these successful grant applications. 
Margaret, Director, Properties and Land Use Programs, wrote
the Phillips Farm grant. Kathleen, whose title is Manager,
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Marks Family returns
for August 6 concert

The Marks Brothers & Friends
return to Waterford on Friday,
August 6, for  a special summer
concert at 7 p.m. at the Catoctin
Presbyterian Church, 15565
High Street, Waterford.  
 
Musical Remarks, the chamber
music ensemble founded by the
Marks brothers of Loudoun
County--David, Jethro, Theo,
Paolo and Vincent Marks--
returns from around the world
for a third summer festival in
Waterford. Emily, Mintje, Fanny,
and Erica, wives of the four
eldest brothers, will dazzle the
audience. All are outstanding
professional musicians coming
from Ottawa, Amsterdam, West
Virginia and elsewhere.
 
Last summer Musical Remarks
held a composition competition
for local composers won by
Michael Flynn, a 17-year-old
high school student from
Fairfax. His septet for flute and
strings, commissioned by
Musical Remarks, will have its
world premiere in Waterford.
The composer describes his
piece as "a highly emotive work
in three tunes...that recite a tale
of learning and lost youth."
 
Other works planned for the
program include a quicksilver,

Development Programs, wrote the applications for the two Old
School grants.  We also thank you, the members of the
Waterford Foundation, for the support that allows the work of
preservation and education to continue.  
 
Best regards,

President

Architect's drawing of the Old School classroom building and auditorium
addition. [courtesy Quinn Evans Architects]

Morton Family Makes First Pledge Towards 
Morgan Foundation Challenge Grant 

In response to the challenge of the recently received Morgan
Foundation two-to-one matching grant of $20,000, the W.
Brown Morton family has made the very first pledge of $5,000,
payable over a three-year period, to the Raise the Roof capital
campaign for the Waterford Old School. 
 
"We expect our children, who grew up in the village, will join
us in this gift," said Mr. Morton, a Foundation board member
and longtime resident of the village, "and, we're hoping other
families in the Waterford area will follow our example--like
those who attended the Old School when it was part of the
Loudoun County Public School system until 1960."  
 
Another group that may be inspired by the Mortons' pledge are
past presidents of the Waterford Foundation and their families.
Brown's wife, Margaret, was president of the Foundation from
1980-81 (the first woman ever elected) and served three terms



program include a quicksilver,
gypsy-flavored string sextet by
Erwin Schulhoff written in 1924;
elegant "night music" (1922) by
Arthur Foote; and a selection of
duos yet to be chosen. As in
the past two summer concerts,
the ensemble is expected to
draw an enthusiastic audience.
Musical Remarks always
enlivens the classical music
scene in Loudoun County.
 
This special concert is not part
of the subscription season of
the Waterford Concert Series.
Admission is $15, children 12
and under free. Advance
reservations are recommended;
seating in the church is limited.
Call 540 882-3018, extension
117 to reserve. Visa and
MasterCard accepted.

Count butterflies
on the Phillips Farm   

On August 7, you can join a
group of volunteers with the
Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy
to count butterflies on the
Phillips Farm. The data is
reported to the North American
Butterfly Association each year.
Tracking butterfly populations
gives great insights into habitat
health and diversity on the
Phillips Farm. It is a prime
location for Monarch butterflies
because of the amount of
milkweed (the Monarch's larval
host plant) growing wild.  To
sign up for this event, go to the
Conservancy website. 

on the board. She was the recipient of the Foundation's Lifetime
Achievement Award in 2009. Brown won this most prestigious
of the Foundation's awards in 2004.
 
The Marietta McNeill Morgan and Samuel Tate Morgan Jr.
Foundation grant will require $40,000 in new contributions to
rebuilding the Waterford Old School auditorium by July 1,
2011. If you or your family is considering a personally
significant donation or a multiyear pledge to the Old School,
please contact Kathleen Hughes by email or phone at the
Foundation office. She and her family are ready to accept the
Mortons' challenge. How about you?

You may also donate or pledge online.

Waterford back when...Waterford back when...
A periodic presentation of little-known stories 
of the Waterford area, drawn from 
Waterford Foundation archives

Waterford area citizens gather for a test of skill...knights on horseback?

The Waterford Tournament

Some 35 years ago, the late James Pierpoint, Jr., presented the
Waterford Foundation with a slightly out-of-focus old
photograph. On the back, penciled in a neat 19th-century hand,
was an intriguing two-word caption: "Waterford Tournament."
 
In the mid-1800s, before video games-before even hot rods and
drag races, young Loudoun swains gathered on warm summer
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A fritilary butterfly on asclepias
tuberosa (butterfly milkweed).

[Image courtesy LWC]

Reminder... 
 

You can receive free tickets for
the upcoming Waterford Fair ...
but first you either have to 
· Become a  Foundation
member (if you are not one), or 
· Renew by August 1 if your
membership is about to expire.
 
Of course, the Waterford
Homes Tour & Crafts Exhibit is
our main attraction and biggest
educational event of the year.
This year's Fair (October 1, 2,
and 3) will feature 160 artisans
and the finest in American
crafts--16 of them new.
 Revolutionary and Civil War re-
enactors and historical exhibits,
traditional musicians and fine
food everywhere make the fair
a magical place for everyone in
your family.
 
As we celebrate the 40th
anniversary of Waterford's
designation as a National
Historic Landmark, please join
hundreds of other Foundation
members who help preserve
this oasis of America's rural
heritage.
 
· With a $50-dollar individual
membership, you receive our
monthly e-newsletter (notice of
all our upcoming events), one
complimentary ticket to the
Waterford Homes Tour and
Crafts Exhibit with a members-
only invitation to Varnishing
Night with a chance to preview
art in the Red Barn/Art Mart,
the Photography Exhibit at the
Old School, and crafts in the

days to vie on horseback. On one such occasion at Leesburg in
1859, local "knights" paraded to the accompaniment of a brass
band before proceeding to "the grounds of chivalric combat
where they were greeted with blue eyes and approving smiles
from ladies fair." (The latter were evidently well represented at
Waterford, too, judging from the array of billowing dresses and
artfully held parasols gracing the slope and filling the wagon in
the foreground of this photo.) The combatants entered the lists
under noms de guerre: the "Knight of Drover's Rest," the
"Unfortunate Knight," the "Knight of Rosemont," and the
mysterious "Knight of the Limber Twig." Limber or not, the
"Twig" prevailed and was declared victor, while a "Queen of
Love and Beauty" was also crowned.
 
After the Civil War, enthusiasm for such contests evidently
faded. Waterford's Frank Myers, a battle-scarred--and
defeated--Confederate cavalryman, confided in his diary in
August 1865, "I suppose people had as well be merry as sad
but I can't for my life see what pleasure there is in tournaments.
I've seen horses run enough in my time."
 
The photographer was probably Newton Berry. In the 1860s he
had a "small establishment in Waterford for taking
ambrotypes." Perhaps an eagle-eyed reader can deduce the
venue of the Waterford Tournament from the lay of the land,
the stone barn, and other clues.

 --John Souders

On My Summer Reading List

LADIES, LIQUOR & LAUGHTER: 
Mischief of an Architectural
Historian, 1930s-70s
Loudoun County, Virginia
John G. Lewis
(2007, 168 pages, black &
white photos, $20 hardcover)
 
Ann Larson recently delivered to
the Foundation office copies of
John Lewis's delightful
autobiography, Ladies, Liquor &
Laughter. I immediately put it on



Old School, and crafts in the
Mill before the Fair.
 
· With a $100-dollar family
membership, you will receive
the above benefits, and three
complimentary tickets to the
Waterford Homes Tour and
Crafts Exhibit. With the
exception of the price of the
Fair tickets, your contributions
are tax deductible.
 
Make history with the Waterford
Foundation. Become a member
today! 
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Kathleen Hughes

Laughter. I immediately put it on
my summer reading list and
have already been happily
reading aloud passages to my long-suffering office mates.
 
Here's a quote from one of Mr. Lewis's neighbors in
Waterford: "I never wear a hat," she said, "but I always keep
one by the front door, so when someone knocks I put it on and,
If I want to see them, I tell them I just got home, or if not, I tell
them I'm on my way out." In a similar vein, John recounts his
long history in Loudoun County (including much about
Waterford) with wit and wisdom.
 
John G. Lewis did much to set the course of historic
preservation in Loudoun County during his 33 years here.  He
served as the regional representative of the Virginia Historic
Landmarks Commission (now the Virginia Department of
Historic Resources) serving Loudoun, Fairfax, Fauquier ,
Prince William, Clarke, and Frederick counties from 1970 to
1980. This job enabled him to document and photograph more
than 700 historic dwellings and shepherd many onto the
Virginia Landmarks Register of Historic Places. 

In 1975, when he was chairman of the county's scenic river
committee, the Virginia General Assembly enacted legislation
to include Goose Creek and Catoctin Creek among the first six
streams admitted to the state scenic river system. He was also
one of the key activists in warding off proposals by the U.S.
Corps of Engineers and the Fairfax County Water Authority to
place a dam and reservoir on Catoctin Creek near Taylorstown.
 Mr. Lewis restored the Parker-Bennett and Graham houses in
Waterford, among his five restoration projects of historic
houses in Loudoun County.
 
Ladies, Liquor & Laughter is available from the Foundation
office on Main Street in Waterford.

--Kathleen Hughes

P.O. Box 142     Waterford, Virginia 20197    540.882.3018
www.waterfordfoundation.org
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